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times running, and fifteen times in all, the numerous allusions to the "patriot king "being applied to William IV., and much applauded ; but the part was not strong enough to hold its place in Macready's repertory. This season, however, witnessed his first appearance as Mr. Oakly in The Jealous Wife, afterwards the most popular of his few comedy parts. He acted it with " careless nonchalance," said the Times, up to the last scene, " which cannot be too highly praised." For his benefit (May 27) he played Coriolanus, to the Volumnia of Miss Huddart, and Puff in The Critic.
During the following season (1831-32) Drury Lane was under the management of Captain Polhill. The attraction of the winter was the "Grand Oriental Spectacle" of ffyder All; or, The Lions of Mysore, in which a whole menagerie of animals, including boa-constrictors and an elephant, figured on the scene. In the spring of 1832 a version of Robert Ic I)fable, entitled, The Dcemon; or, The Mystic Branch, was very popular. Against such competitors " the legitimate " stood a bad chance, and Macready acted only fifty-two times in all, as against ninety-nine times in the previous season. Werner (October 4) was his opening part, and was followed by a round of stock characters. On December 5 he appeared as Richard III., "first time these eight years/' said the play-bill; but, as a matter of fact, he had not played the part in London since the spring of 1821. His only new part was Scroope in The Merchant of London, a poor play by T. J. Serle, actor, stage-manager, and author. It was well received on the first night, but had no real vitality. For his benefit (May 14) Macready acted Leontes and Petruchio ; and on May 30, when Charles Young bade farewell to the stage at Covent Garden, Macready played the Ghost to his retiring rival's Hamlet,